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WHI Clinical Coordinating Center
memorandum

Date:
2/4/2013
To:


From:
Chunyuan Wu
Subject:
Anc 327 Vitamin D and Lung Cancer in WHI study
Case selection:

The self reported and adjudicated lung cancer cases occurred through September, 2012.  Exclusion criteria include baseline history of current/past smoking status, or no availability of adequate serum sample.

As of September 2012, 2491 cases of adjudicated self reported lung cancer occurred in WHI.  385 cases never smoked.  369 out of 385 cases had enough serum.  300 cases were randomly selected from 369 for the study.
Control selection:

Control selection was done in a time-forward manner, selecting one control for each case from the risk set at the time of the case’s event. Controls are also never smoked and had enough serum.   The same exclusion criteria listed above for cases also applies to the potential controls with two modifications.  Controls may not have had a diagnosis of cancer (except non-melanoma skin cancer) up to the time of the case’s diagnosis date.  Controls may not be cases for primary outcomes (CHD, stroke, hip fracture, breast cancer, and colorectal cancer) for WHI studies. The total number of eligible controls was 66125.

Matching criteria:

Matching was done on age (+/- 1 year)  and study (CT/OS).  The matching algorithm was allowed to select the closest match based on criteria to minimize an overall distance measure (Bergstralh EJ, Kosanke JL.  Computerized matching of cases to controls.  Technical Report #56, Department of Health Sciences Research, Mayo Clinic, Rochester MN.  April 1995). SAS code was available to implement this matching scheme.   

Matching results/summary:

One control meeting the matching criteria was matched to all 300 cases.
Total number for Ancillary Study 327 is 300 cases and 300 controls. 
If you have any questions about the summary of case control selection, please let me know.   I can be reached by phone (206-667-5567) or email (cwu@whi.org). 
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